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	Laying the Groundwork to Accelerate the Language Learning Process




At the Indonesian and Malay Sections of the Foreign Service Institute, the initial stage of language learning, dubbed “Phase 1”, has been successfully implemented. During “Phase 1” or the first two weeks of the intensive language program, learners are immediately immersed in the target language and culture in a community setting. By exposing learners with information in target language only, it triggers adult learning strategies. In creating a community learning atmosphere, confidence, trust, and peer support are built and strengthened to reduce anxiety in adult learners, thus accelerating their learning process. 

Language Objectives:

a. Recognize sentence structure
b. Recognize cognates

c. Learn adjectives

d. Pronouns

e. Negations

f. Question words

g. Practice on directions

h. Practice on prepositions

i. Practice on numbers

j. Introducing  basic colors

How we conduct Phase 1 
Schedule of Activities on a Typical day

1. Briefing about the day’s session.
2. Class Sessions:

Live Presentation by Instructors: 

Part 1: “Exchange of Family News” (Using Photos and Role Play)
Part 2: “Touristic Places in the USA” (Using maps)

Part 3: “US and its neighboring countries” (Basic Geography)
3. Exploit Conversation (Involve Speaking and Writing):
Use teaching media/realia to illustrate certain grammar points to be introduced that day. 
Teachers will actively demonstrate use of the language to students. 
Students are invited to volunteer, only if they are ready. Many opt to volunteer to do the demo. 
4. Reading Comprehension:  

Newspaper clipping/captions, etc. (heavy use of cognates and world knowledge) 
5. Listening Comprehension.       

Listening to newscasts and complete worksheet (Created by instructors containing familiar names and places) 
6. Community learning.

Students actively participate as a team using interactive material and games.
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